
               
 
Saint Paul School of Theology, a seminary of the United Methodist Church, is committed to the formation of people for innovative, 
creative ministry. We are one institution, online and on-campus, in Kansas and Oklahoma.  
 
This past year, we have all faced new challenges amid these unsettled times. Saint Paul School of Theology began the 2020-2021 
academic year offering students an online option for all courses. With many students choosing to attend class solely online, our 
Student Council created a monthly “Chat & Chew” where students, faculty, and staff come together to eat lunch and talk about 
life, seminary, and ministry. In addition, Rev. Rod Newman, our Oklahoma Campus Chapel Coordinator, crafts a weekly 
Community Prayer to provide encouragement and faithfulness as the school seeks to provide spiritual formation in new ways. 
 
Kansas Campus Chapel Coordinator Dr. Casey Sigmon took worship to new technological levels by introducing our weekly online 
worship service via Zoom, bringing our separate campus chapel services together for one service where all are invited to create 
a sacred atmosphere from wherever they are.  Along with our featured alumni worship preachers, the community was blessed 
this fall by the presence of Musician in Residence Hannah Rand, from The Many, who led the music each week for worship.  In 
Spring 2020, Odell Talley, Director of Music for Swope Parkway United and organist for Zion Travelers Missionary Baptist, served 
as Musician in Residence.  For those who cannot join us live, chapel recordings are available on the Saint Paul YouTube channel. 
 
Saint Paul staff and faculty continue to contribute to the academy, church, and society. This year, we have added new adjunct 
professors, including Rev. Dr. Carol Cook-Moore and Rev. Dr. Tiffany Nagel Monroe both of the OKUMC, Rev. Dr. Robert Turner 
of Vernon Chapel AME, UMC Deaconess Cindy Johnson of Rio Grande Conference, Rev. Adam Hamilton and Debi Nixon both of 
Church of the Resurrection, Rev. Chebon Kernell of the UMC Native American Comprehensive Plan, and Rev. Dr. Shannon Fleck 
of the Oklahoma Conference of Churches.  
 
The faculty of Saint Paul School of Theology continue to maintain high standards of scholarship, research, publication, and 
engagement.  Their many activities and publications over the past year are so numerous that space permits only the sharing of 
selected highlights. 

1. Dr. Jim Brandt, Professor of Historical Theology, will publish “Schleiermacher’s Christian Ethics” in the forthcoming 
Oxford Handbook of Schleiermacher, which will appear in 2022 from the Oxford University Press. 

2. Dr. Nancy Howell, Professor of Theology and Philosophy of Religion and Oubri A. Poppele Professor of Health and 
Welfare Ministries, continues her service on the Executive Committee of the International Society for Science and 
Religion, working on several committees advancing the aims of the Society. 

3. Rev. Dr. Israel Kamudzandu, Associate Professor of New Testament Studies, will see the publication of his book, 
Reading and Interpreting the Bible with Global South Christians: A 21st Century Model for Europe and North America 
Christendom, by Wipf and Stock Publishers this summer.  He has also written four Commentaries on 2 Corinthians and 
Ephesians which appeared on WorkingPreacher.org in April. 

4. Dr. Hal Knight, Donald and Pearl Wright Professor of Wesleyan Studies, continues his work as a contributing writer in The 
Missouri Methodist magazine. 

5. Dr. Kristen E. Kvam, Professor of Theology, serves as co-chair for the American Academy of Religion’s Program Unit 
“Martin Luther and Global Lutheran Traditions.”  Over the last several months, she has conducted invited presentations 
to the Great Plains UMC Clergy and its Clergy Excellence in Liminal Time Conversations and the Fall Theological 
Conference of Central States Synod (ELCA) on October 14, 2020. 

6. Dr. Casey Sigmon, Assistant Professor of Preaching and Worship and Director of Contextual Education, continues to 
contribute regularly to WorkingPreacher.org and served as the keynote speaker at the Wesleyan Liturgical Society in 
Kansas City in March 2020.  Her scholarly writing will appear in the Preaching the Manifold Grace, Vol. 2, edited by Ronald 
J. Allen and published by Wipf and Stock. 

 
This year, we have faced several challenges that turned into opportunities for new recruiting spaces and partnerships to enhance 
students’ seminary experience. With the change from in-person to virtual events, Rev. Shannon Hancock, Director of Admissions 
and Communications, has expanded her reach to prospective students by participating as a virtual exhibitor at online conferences. 
Rev. Hancock engages with prospective students via apps such as Whova and HopIn to highlight Saint Paul’s unique course 
delivery system and formative community.  
 



In February, Saint Paul held the 2021 Slater-Willson Lecture online featuring Rev. Dr. Miguel A. De La Torre. His lecture, “Why Do 
They Come?” explored the political, economic, and social causes of our current immigration crisis.  Before the lecture, Rev. Dr. 
De La Torre participated in a student-led forum, entering a conversation centering around the practical aspects of ministry and 
immigration.  Later in April, Saint Paul Evangelical Society, led by Dr. Hal Knight, hosted a lecture given by Dr. Sammy G. Alfaro, 
Associate Professor of Theology at Grand Canyon University and Pastor of Iglesia Nuevo Dia (New Day Church), on the “Pastoral 
Strategies for Ministering Among Latinx Immigrant Communities.” And for the first time, on May 22, Saint Paul held a virtual 
commencement celebration with videos, cap and gown photos, online congratulatory messages from friends and family, and a 
commencement address by Rev. Chebon Kernell.  The class of 2021 had 22 graduates, including 16 Master of Divinity and 1 Doctor 
of Ministry graduates.    Due to the pandemic, for safety concerns, Saint Paul has postponed our 60th Anniversary Celebration. 
However, we have rescheduled the event for Friday, October 22 and look forward to coming together as a community for a safe, 
in-person gathering.   
 
For the 2020-2021 fiscal year, Saint Paul Course of Study (COS) School educated 255 individual students, 40 of which were new 
students, with a total registration of 520 classes and offering a total of 51 courses.  Due to Covid-19, the school quickly pivoted 
its course offerings and delivered lessons in both asynchronous and synchronous online formats.  In Winter 2019, Saint Paul 
began a hybrid (online and on-campus) schedule for six courses. Although for 2021, this went fully online, plans to increase the 
number of hybrid course offerings are in development.   
 
Saint Paul Board of Trustees added three new members to their ranks: Bishop James D. Tindall, Sr., Pastor Emeritus at 
Metropolitan Spiritual Church of Christ Kansas City; Ms. Sharon Cleaver, Senior Director of Marketing, Communications, and PR 
for the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Kansas City; and Mr. Rogers Strickland, Founder/CEO of Strickland Construction.   
 
Through a Board initiative related to diversity and inclusion, Saint Paul created a working group on Native American theology and 
ministries comprised of Native theologians and church leaders.  Their efforts are focused on how the church and academy can 
work together toward healing generational trauma related to the spread of Christianity and the genocide of Indigenous North 
Americans.   
 
As we have happily reported in past years, Saint Paul is financially sound and operates with a balanced budget. The changes made 
these last years have established a solid financial foundation for years of sustainability. We continue to be grateful for donations 
from the community that provide technology, scholarships, and emergency assistance to students.  Our significant investments 
in technology have recently allowed our staff, faculty, and students to transition to a fully hybrid educational delivery model 
providing a safe learning environment during the pandemic. Our faculty was uniquely adept at managing technology in the 
classroom before the pandemic, making the transition to all online courses a smooth process.  
 
With the Board’s assistance, led by Board Chair Rev. Dr. Tex Sample, the seminary focuses on its mission. Our trustees work to 
continuously enhance and evaluate the strategic plans in place to guide us into the future.  Perhaps most importantly, we have 
learned much and grown closer as a community due to the pandemic.   
 
Saint Paul School of Theology is blessed to be your partner in ministry and help those seeking more to answer the call. We are a 
seminary that offers online and on-campus classes with a flexible schedule to help our students manage pastoral leadership 
demands in the 21st century. We are grateful for your support of our students and our seminary.  May we continue to live into 
the call of Jesus Christ to be faithful witnesses for healing in these unsettled times and for generations to come. 
 
President Neil Blair, Saint Paul trustees, faculty, staff, alumni, and students thank you for your prayers and support. 
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