What participants are saying about
the Simpson Youth Academy:

YOU MIGHT BE RIGHT FOR
SYA IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO:
EXPLORE QUESTIONS LIKE:
•
•
•
•

How can I live a life of faithfulness and integrity?
Why do bad things happen to good people?
How are faith and politics related?
Can I work with people of other religions while
being faithful to my own?
• Are science and the Bible compatible?

CHALLENGE yourself to reflect on questions of
faith with college students and professors and relate
them to real issues in your community.
SHAPE an intentional community with adults and
peers committed to honest conversation.

“The Academy set me on a journey of exploring
my faith and calling. Being a part of this amazing
program shaped me into a resilient leader,
challenged me and led to the flourishing of my
personal beliefs and deepening of my Christian faith.
It’s a once in a lifetime opportunity that I know will
continue transforming the lives of others!”
| Diana, Youth Academy alumna |

FOR APPLICATION MATERIALS AND
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Eric Rucker, Program Director
eric.rucker@simpson.edu
515.961.1406

SYA

LEARN contextually by serving in the city of
Des Moines, exploring issues like criminal justice,
poverty, and creation care.

SIMPSON YOUTH ACADEMY

EXPERIENCE different forms of worship

at the Residency and in interfaith excursions to
other communities.

DEVELOP your own beliefs and gifts to contribute

to the church’s healing and serving your community.

Exploring transformative questions
simpson.edu/religious-life/simpson-youth-academy

SIMPSON YOUTH ACADEMY’S
THREE COMPONENTS:
THE SUMMER RESIDENCY

We welcome youth formed in all Christian
denominations, from other religious traditions
and those who have no specific faith tradition.

SIMPSON
YOUTH ACADEMY
At the Simpson Youth Academy, we believe that young
people have power and gifts that are essential for the
healing of the world, not just in the distant future, but
now. Grounded in the Christian tradition, we are an
ecumenical community of youth and adult mentors
who explore deeper questions about faith and take
action, in order to equip youth to live into their callings
as agents of peace and justice in the church and world.

In the summer of 2022, SYA will gather a diverse group
of rising high school juniors and seniors for a nine-day
community experience to explore the Christian faith.
Through worship, service and reflection, we want to help you
explore deeper questions about God in order to grow in your
faith and service to the world. The Residency will give you a
taste of college life – forming community with young people
and learning from current Simpson College students as well
as pastors, nonprofit leaders and college professors.

MENTORING AND RETREATS
Following the Residency, you will be matched with a local
pastor or leader with whom you meet regularly for a year,
continuing to be supported and challenged in your faith
journey. We also hold two reunion retreats during the
year to build community.

YEAR-END PROJECT
In the winter of 2022, you are invited to plan and implement
a project related to worship or service, aimed at helping you
grow in leadership and make a real impact in your community.
Residency Dates: June 18-26, 2022
To Apply: Applications available Oct. 1, 2021, and due Feb. 1,
2022 (priority deadline) or March 1 (final deadline). Applicants
are most often current sophomores or juniors when they apply,
but current seniors are also considered on a case-by-case basis.
Applicants should have an interest in the relationship between
faith and public issues, and a desire to serve the public good
through reflection and action. While students with an interest
in professional ministry should apply, this program is for any
student interested in exploring faith and service, regardless
of career interests. The Residency is a residential, fulltime
commitment. It is not possible to participate in other programs
(camps, mission trips, etc.) concurrent with the Residency.
Cost: SYA guarantees all participants financial support. The
Academy and Simpson College generously pay $4,145 for
tuition per student to run this year-long program. We ask only
that participants themselves pay a $500 “remaining tuition”
fee. Through additional scholarships, we work to ensure the
program’s accessibility to all.

Any student who successfully completes the SYA year will
automatically qualify for a scholarship to attend Simpson College.

SIMPSON.EDU/RELIGIOUS-LIFE/SIMPSON-YOUTH-ACADEMY

