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Saint Paul School of Theology is a seminary of the United Methodist Church committed to the 
formation of people for innovative, creative ministry. We are one institution with two campuses, 
in Kansas and Oklahoma. 
 
This past 2017-2018 academic year, Saint Paul enrolled 117 students in the master and 
doctoral degree programs. The Saint Paul Course of Study School educated 261 students in 
Kansas City, KS; Hays, KS; Oklahoma City, OK; and Springfield, MO. 

Saint Paul School of Theology announced a new FLEX schedule for theological education 
starting Fall 2018. Seminarians will receive a more Flexible Learning Experience that combines 
convenience and community opportunities with intentional academic scheduling. Students can 
take a mixture of online, on-campus, and hybrid (blended online and on-campus) courses to 
complete the required curriculum.  

One FOCUS week will be scheduled each semester for hybrid and on-campus students. They 
will come together with faculty and skilled practitioners to participate in spiritual formation 
retreats, practicums that teach ministry skills (i.e. funeral planning, technology in worship, 
financial reporting), and community activities.  

The Board of Trustees and president set into motion a new scholarship initiative. Every entering, 
full-time, master’s degree student at Saint Paul will receive a $5,000 scholarship for the 2018 
seminary year. This broad opportunity is the most recent effort to reduce student indebtedness. 
 
Seminary partner, United Methodist Church of the Resurrection, will offer a three-year, full-ride 
scholarship beginning 2018-2019 academic year. The Resurrection Fellow will have a hands-
on, paid internship with a ministry mentor to learn ministry skills in evangelism, worship, pastoral 
care, and discipleship. 
 
Dr. Amy Oden, Professor of Early Church History and Spirituality, at Saint Paul at Oklahoma 
City University received the 2017 GBHEM Exemplary Teacher Award. Her book entitled, Right 
Here, Right Now: The Practice of Christian Mindfulness examines how Christian mindfulness 
practices begin with the teachings of Jesus and continue throughout Christian history. Oden 
includes step-by-step instructions for practicing Christian mindfulness today.  
 
Dr. Mike Graves, William K. McElvaney Professor of Preaching and Worship, published a book 
in October entitled Table Talk: Rethinking Communion and Community. Table Talk explores 
communion practices and a new way of doing church that is catching on around the world. Dr. 
Graves writes about the dinner church movement and ways that it is carried out.  
 
Seminary partner, Oklahoma City University, dedicated a classroom in the W. Angie Smith 
Chapel building to honor retired Oklahoma UM Bishop Robert Hayes, Jr. A plaque on the 
classroom door recognizes Hayes for his many years of service to both the seminary and 
university. He returned to Saint Paul at Oklahoma City University this year to teach, preach, and 
serve as Bishop-in-Residence. 
 
The Saint Paul trustees, faculty, staff, and students thank you for your interest, prayers and 
support. 
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