
 

 

 

 

 

 

President  

It is a little surprising that we are close to the end of another year.  Time really does seem to go faster as we 

age.  But this has been not only a busy year, but a good year.  You have taught me so much!  There is good 

work being done in the Iowa Conference United Methodist Women.  Your dedication to mission with women, 

children and youth is truly inspiring. 

Yet, we face challenges.  I am asking you to not say “We’re too old” or “We’re too small” for the next year.  

Unless we say, “We are small, so we can…” or “We are older, so we can…”.  Let’s not concentrate on adding 

new members for a year.  Let’s instead concentrate on creating relationship with those women who are not 

yet in our units.  If you would like to know more about how to do this, please invite me to your unit or district.  

I think together we can find ways to tell our stories and be able to find creative ways to live our Purpose. 

I also encourage you to tell your story.  What brought you to United Methodist Women?  My guess is it was 

through a personal invitation and not an announcement in the bulletin or newsletter.  Tell your stories to each 

other and to women who aren’t familiar with United Methodist Women.   

This is a time when we aren’t sure what will happen to our church.  Please pray for our delegates to General 

Conference.  What we do know absolutely is that after February, God will still be God.  United Methodist 

Women will still have missions to support.  We will still be called to love with Christ’s love.  There will be a 

church and there will be ministries to do.   

You are amazing women.  I am so thankful for each and every one of you.  Please let me know your thoughts, 

concerns, questions.   

 

Lynn Calvert 

150 Dartmouth, Iowa City, IA  52245  

319-541-8367, slmdean70@gmail.com 
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Vice Presidents 

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.”  

Psalm 100:4 

We are so thankful for all the 101 ladies who joined us for the UMW Conference Annual Meeting held in 

Knoxville on October 6, 2018.  A huge shout out goes to the Knoxville UMW for hosting our Annual Meeting.  

They were super hostesses and the meal was wonderful.  We appreciate everything they did.  A special thanks 

to Kitty Shepherd, the president of the Knoxville UMW, for her leadership.   

We also want to thank Bishop Laurie Haller for sharing her inspiring words and we hope her toe is healing!  

Rev. Harlan Gillespie portrayed the brave, obedient, loving disciple, John Wesley as he spoke about how we as 

Methodists need to be bold for Christ.  His message was thought-provoking and challenging.  We were moved 

by both of these great United Methodist leaders! 

We also had some activities centering around our theme, “Being Bold for Christ.”  The play, “Wall of 

Injustices”, sent the message that there are many injustices in the world, but we need to make a place at the 

table for everyone.  We turned the wall into a table for all.  Thank you to Rev. Paul Smith for including the 

“wall” table in the serving of the elements.  We appreciate your attendance that day and helping with the 

communion service. 

 Another of these activities was writing acronyms for the word, BOLD.  Some of these were:  Beautiful Older 

Ladies Devoted; Bringing Out Leadership Duties; By Our Lord Delivered;  Being (an) Outrageous Leader (and) 

Disciple; Bright Outreaching Leader & Dreamer; and the one we ended the meeting with:  Beautiful, 

Outstanding Ladies (of) Distinction—God is with us.  Go and Be Bold!!! 

Mark your calendars now to join us for two UMW events at which we will be celebrating our 150th birthday!!!  

The UMW Women’s Event held during the Iowa Annual Conference will be held June 9, 2019, at the Wesley 

UMC in Des Moines.  Also turn to October and pencil in the UMW Conference Annual Meeting on October 5, 

2019, at Staves UMC in Des Moines.  Both of these events will be well worth your time as we share our legacy 

of 150 years of United Methodist Women helping women, children and youth around the world.  During this 

time of Thanksgiving, let’s remember to give thanks for all the women who have been bold leaders for the 

past 150 years, and ask God to lead us into the future!!   

Barb Trulson 
667 6th Street SW, Britt, IA 50423 

641-843-3387, russbarb1946@comm1net.net 

Myra Bowman 
911 Golfview Avenue, Britt, IA 50423 

641-843-4086, jlmkbowman51@comm1net.net 
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Treasurer 

Greetings! 
 
The year is “rushing” by with a month left to meet our pledge of $475,000 to National for United Methodist 

Women very important MISSION work.  So far our Conference has sent $314,145, leaving $160,855 to pay.  I 

still have confidence we will meet or come close to making our pledge.  United Methodist Women members 

have long been proud to support specific ministries with women, children and youth that are funded only 

through their giving to United Methodist Women’s five channel of giving.  According to United Methodist 

Women Handbook 2017 – 2020, (page 84)“a local group should keep in its treasury only the minimum amount 

necessary to carry it into the first few months of the next year, until members’ Mission Giving pledges and 

gifts begin coming in.” 

Our annual meeting collection totaled $970.88 and was applied toward the pledge.  Our Fall Mission u Miss 

Piggy thanks all of you who gave her a total of $146.  This money was applied to our pledge, also.  Summer and 

Fall Mission u came to $4,301.  This year our Mission u collections were given to the Legacy Fund. 

A reminder, all Remittances from units need to be sent to the district treasurer by December 10, 2018.  District 

and Conference treasurer books are closed December 31.  The first week of January all District ad Conference 

treasurer books are to be in the auditor’s office.  A note to all unit United Methodist Women treasurers, there 

is a possibility you may receive a letter from the auditor to verify the amount you sent to your district 

treasurer.  Unit treasurer remittances are pulled randomly by the auditor so some of you will be contacted. 

My regards and appreciation to you all for your contribution of work and money to United Methodist Women.  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all.   

Ritzanna Seaton 
1670 – 220th St., Batavia, IA  52533, 

641-693-4145, rdseaton37@gmail.com 
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Secretary 

"Changed for Good" 

Greetings Secretaries! 
Four years ago, I stood at the threshold of a new challenge: to serve as Iowa Conference Secretary. I wondered what I 
was getting myself into. I had serious doubts about my ability to handle such a daunting responsibility. In fact, being a 
secretary was one job I had routinely avoided due to the facts that (1) I preferred talking at meetings, not just listening 
(2) I had no experience as a local or district secretary, and (3) my organizational system was more haphazard than 
"methodical". After 4 years, I realize God had lessons for me to learn. (1) I have sharpened my listening skills. (2) I'm 
grateful for teammates - District and Conference leaders who patiently trained and supported me. (3) I found joy in 
paying attention to details. Like my favorite song from the musical "Wicked", I have been changed for good. 

Secretaries, as we approach another year end, look over your files. Keep only historically significant items. Take some 
time to organize your records. This will help you (or the next secretary) to start 2019 in good order. Thanks for all you do 
in support of United Methodist Women. 

We are called to be BOLD for Christ. Be encouraged, and keep our theme song in your heart: "I'm gonna work so God 
can use me, anywhere, Lord, any time." Let's welcome our new Conference Secretary, Jan Yungbluth, with all the love 
and kind support you've shown me over the past 4 years.   

Shalom, 

               Becky Heeren 
610 East Ross Street, Toledo, IA  52342 

641-484-3879 (H), 641-751-6024 (C), becky@alumni.iastate.edu 

Mission u 2019 Dean 

SAVE THE DATES – Mission u 2019 
 

2019 is the year we’ve been waiting for—the 150th anniversary of women’s mission programs!  March 23 is our actual 
date, but we’ll be celebrating all year, at Mission u and at all our district and conference events.  Get ready to party! 
 
Our theme will relate to our Legacy, and we’ll especially be encouraging women to “Continue the Legacy” by bringing 
daughters, granddaughters, nieces, and other young women to Mission u, especially in the summer, when we have 
Youth and Children’s studies.  So begin inviting now! 
  
Summer Mission u will be Sunday to Tuesday, July 21 – 23.    And Fall Mission u will be the weekend of October 18 - 20.  
We have some terrific studies lined up, and great study leaders to supervise.   
  
Topics to be studied:  
Spiritual Growth Study – “The Gospel of Mark and Radical Discipleship” 
Youth Study—“Who Do You Say That I Am? Meeting Jesus Through the Eyes of Mark” 
Children’s Study—“MARKED: A Mission Journey with Jesus in the Gospel of Mark” 
Anniversary Study—“Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission” 
Social Issue Study – “What About Our Money:  A Faith Response”  
 
Put these dates on your 2019 calendar now, and plan to invite a young person to attend with you.  See you in 
Marshalltown! 

Judy Marnin, Mission u Dean, 2019-2020, jjmarnin@midlands.net 

mailto:becky@alumni.iastate.edu
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Mission u 2018 Dean 

Hello to all!  Thank you very much for the opportunity to be your Mission u Dean.  There are many people who have 
encouraged me and helped with this journey.   I do not want to start naming names but I have had a wonderful Mission u 
Core team.  Judy Marnin will do a great job as Dean in the coming 2 years.   
 
Connie Dicks, with help of family and friends made Living Wage Scales for all 4 teachers of "What about our Money?"  A 
picture was sent to our National UMW at their request.  They were so impressed they emailed the picture to many 
others.  Thank you Connie for sharing your creativity! 
 
I do want you to know that Pastor Rosa Rodriguez surpassed our expectations going to Latino churches to teach our Mission 
u class, "Embracing Wholeness".  I read her report at Fall Mission u and it is in the Connection. . 
 
**In my new role on the nomination committee we need an Assistant Registrar for our Mission u Core Team soon.  She 
would need to have some computer knowledge and understand how to do spreadsheets.  Our current registrar Christine 
Werling is very able and willing to teach someone in 2019 to become Registrar in 2020.  Please give us some names or 
volunteer! June Klinefelter is our Nominations Chairperson to call at 641-473-8012 or you can call me at 319-824-2076 (both 
land line phones with answering machines).   
 
My words of wisdom to tell you are, "BE BOLD!!"   Always know that God is with you!  Have the courage to step up and out to 
be God's Hands and Feet!  
 
May God's Blessing be with you all!! 
Bobby Jo Paige 
Mission u Dean 2018 

~~~~~~~ 

This was Pastor Rosa Maria Rodriguez's report for Fall Mission u.  Pastor Rosa has been going to the Latino churches to 
present the Mission u study, "Embracing Wholeness".  Last Spring she attended the Mission u training in Houston Texas." 

 

October 18, 2018 

Dear Sisters, Greetings in the peace of Christ, 
This time it was my turn to go to the United Methodist Women's training for Mission u.  The theme was "Embracing 
Wholeness.”   It is a wonderful experience for me to be giving these classes in different Latin churches.  The theme that we 
have developed is how to be connected with creation, caring for it, protecting it and serving it, and to be in continuous 
agreement with God, since we are part of the same. 

I have visited four churches that have Latino ministries.  I already work with the Amor y Paz church, Trinity Las Americas, 
Perry, and Osceola, and I have four more coming.  My mission is to empower Latina women and invite them to take action, 
taking the message of Jesus Christ and the United Methodist Women, making known the purpose that moves us for the 
transformation of the world. 
        
We have used a plant symbolizing that this is how we are.  If the plant is disconnected from the earth, it weakens, it withers, 
and its leaves fall and do not bear fruit;  this is how human beings are if we disconnect from God and creation.  If we do not 
take care of it, we cannot bear fruit, and our mission is to bring fruits to new places, new people, supporting missions, inside 
and outside the country. 
        
Taking care of the ecology, the ecosystem, nature and above all reminding them that we are part of the creation and of the 
earth, since it is the platform where we are planted and likewise, we have the responsibility of being women believers, 
women of faith, being in a continuous action and in agreement with the Eternal God.. 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to be a part of you and I send you many blessings. 

Pastor Rosa Maria Rodriguez 


